
Thaddeus Gala DC, Stipulated Final Order, Case 2018-1014, 2018-1023, 2018-5016      Page 1. 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS 

STATE OF OREGON 

In the Matter of )  
) Case # 2018-1014, 2018-1023 and 

Thaddeus R. Gala, DC ) 2018-5016 
)  
) STIPULATED FINAL ORDER 

Licensee. )  
_______________________________________)      

The Oregon Board of Chiropractic Examiners (Board or OBCE) is the state agency 
responsible for licensing, regulating, and disciplining chiropractic physicians and certified 
chiropractic assistants in the State of Oregon.  Thaddeus R. Gala, DC (Licensee), is currently 
licensed by the Board to practice as a chiropractic physician in Oregon.    

1. Findings of Fact 
The Board received three complaints in 2018 that were a basis of the Notice of Proposed 

Disciplinary Action, issued on August 21, 2019. in the three cases captioned above.  The Board 
hereby incorporates by reference herein the Findings of Fact in that Notice. 

Prior to the above referenced Notice, Licensee was disciplined in case numbers 2015-1001, 
2015-3005, and 2016-1007.  In a Final Order issued on October 9, 2018, the Board ordered:  

1. Licensee to complete and successfully pass the EBAS test within six months of the issuance 
of the Board’s final order; complete 10 hours of continuing education classes within six 
months of the issuance of the Board’s final order.  These classes must be pre-approved by 
the Board and include any of the following subjects: initial patient consultation and/or 
initial examination; rendering differential diagnoses; record-keeping; PARQ; informed 
consent; psychosocial assessments; issues concerning elderly patients; the use of unlicensed 
individuals; and coordination of care.  These 10 hours of continuing education classes are in 
addition to any classes required to maintain his licensure; allow the Board to enter the 
MDS’ premises to examine, review and photocopy HLP participants’ records to determine 
compliance with the Board’s final order; provide two file pulls with a minimum of three 
files per pull for different patients age 65 and older and who have completed the HLP.  The 
first file pull of three files will occur immediately after issuance of the Board’s final order.  
The second file pull of three files will occur six months after the first file pull; require 
Licensee to implement new policies and procedures for his HLP to ensure compliance with 
the standards of his profession and the applicable statues and administrative rules within the 
next 6 months this order becomes final.  Licensee is responsible to provide verification of 
these changes in his policies and procedures.   

2. Licensee must pay civil penalties in the total amount of $15,000 ($5,000 for each of the 
following cases: 2015-1001, 2015-3005 and 2016-1007) to be paid within three months of 
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the issuance of the Board’s final order; and must pay the costs of the disciplinary 
proceeding in the sum of $70,920.29.  

Licensee appealed that matter and the Oregon Court of Appeals affirmed the Board’s Final Order 
on August 4, 2021. 

2. Conclusions of Law  
Case numbers 2018-1014, 2018-1023 and 2018-5016 

If this matter were to proceed to contested case hearing, the Board believes it would be able to prove  
that Licensee’s use of the term “MD PhD candidate” based on his own report of enrollment in two 
purported educational institutions of dubious repute or actual existence, constitutes a violation of 
ORS 684.100(1)(a) and (i), the Board’s ethics rules OAR 811-035-0015(23), prohibiting 
chiropractic physicians from claiming any academic degree or certification, not actually conferred 
or awarded; the Board’s advertising rules OAR 811-015-0045(1)(a) which prohibit advertising that 
states any fact which could result in the communication being untruthful, misleading or deceptive, 
and OAR 811-015-0045(1)(c) claiming any specialty, degree, or diplomate not possessed or that 
does not exist. 

With regard to treatment of Patient 1, the Board would be able to prove Licensee’s neglect to consult 
with Patient 1’s primary care physician.  The Board finds that Licensee did not gather the appropriate 
information to form a differential diagnosis or clinical impression, in violation of ORS 684.100(1)(f) 
(A) and (B) and OAR 811-035-0001(3) which defines diagnosis under the Oregon Chiropractic 
Practices and Utilization Guidelines (hereinafter OCPUG).  These practice and utilization guidelines 
are summarized in the Chiropractic management algorithm, which demonstrate that a chiropractor 
should first consult with the patient and obtain their history of present illness and then move on to a 
physical examination.  

The Board believes it would be able to prove that Licensee failed to examine or render a 
differential diagnosis or clinical impression regarding Patient 1’s medical condition, specifically 
whether he suffered from neuropathy, the type, cause and extent, relying instead on the Patient’s 
reported belief that he suffered from neuropathy.  The Board finds this conduct in violation of ORS 
684.100(1)(f) (A) and OAR 811-035-0001(3), which defines diagnosis under the OCPUG.  These 
practice and utilization guidelines are summarized in the chiropractic management algorithm, 
which demonstrate that a chiropractic physician should first consult with the patient and obtain 
their history of present illness and then move on to a physical examination. 

The Board believes it would be able to prove that Licensee’s failure to obtain or document Patient 
1’s medical condition, failure to review all symptoms, and failure to provide Patient 1 alternatives 
to treatment, are violations of ORS 684.100(1)(f)(A) and OAR 811-035-0005(1) and (2)(a)-(b). 

The Board believes it would be able to prove that Licensee’s failure to maintain minimally 
competent medical records on Patient 1 constitutes unprofessional conduct pursuant to OAR 811-
015-0005(1)(a)–(e).   
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The Board believes it would be able to prove that in abdicating his duties as a doctor, Licensee 
engaged in gross negligence in violation of ORS 684.100(1)(q).  

Licensee disputes the Board’s allegations and conclusions of law.   

  3. Stipulation  

Therefore, pursuant to ORS 183.417(3) and ORS 684.100(9)(c ) and (e) the OBCE orders: 

1.  The parties have agreed to enter this Stipulated Final Order.  Licensee agrees that 
he is aware of his right to a hearing with his attorney present to contest the charges 
and hereby waives that right and agrees to entry of this order.  Licensee agrees to 
waive any right to appeal.  The parties wish to settle and resolve the above matters 
without further proceedings. 

2.  Licensee agrees to reimburse Patient 1 for the fee paid for his chiropractic 
treatment services in the sum of $7,995.  Payment shall be made within 30 days.  
Payment shall be made by cashier’s check made out to Patient 1 directly.  Licensee 
will send the check to the Board so that it can be delivered to Patient 1 by the Board.   

3.  Licensee agrees to a 60 day suspension.  The suspension will be stayed for the 
period of 24 months from the date this order is made final.  If, during that 24 month 
period, the Board does not receive any complaints against Licensee, the suspension 
will not be required to be served by Licensee.  If, during that 24 month period, the 
Board receives a complaint filed in good faith and pursuant to ORS 676.175, that the 
Board has reviewed and finds not to be spurious, Licensee will be required to serve 
the suspension in full.  Licensee agrees to waive any right to a contested case 
hearing as to service of the 60 day suspension and agrees, by signature of this order, 
that the 60 day suspension is a sanction that he is aware of and agrees to.  If there is 
a new complaint filed with the Board during that time period, the Board is required 
to follow the procedures of investigation and deliberation under ORS 676.175, and if 
discipline is issued by the Board, Licensee will have a contested case right as to that 
matter.  Licensee does not have a contested case right as to whether or not the 
complaint was filed in good faith or is considered spurious.  The Board has 
discretion by law to review complaints and consider their validity and determine 
appropriate action as is provided under ORS 676.175 and Chapter 684. 

4.  Licensee agrees to pay disciplinary costs of $5,000 and that sum will be paid to 
the Board within 120 days of this order becoming final.  The Board will refer the 
amounts owed to collection if it has received no payment on the account for more 
than 90 days.  Thereafter, the Board will consider assignment to the Oregon 
Department of Revenue or a private collection agency for collection.  Final fees may 
include additional percentages of any increase in the amount you owe due to the 
accrual of interest on the unpaid principal amount, any and all collection fees and 
costs. 

Amounts owed in case numbers 2015-1001, 2015-3005, and 2016-1007 are due and 
payable by 30 months of the date of this final order, and interest rates allowed by 
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statute accrue. 

5.  Licensee agrees to limit his activities to administrative duties in all chiropractic 
clinic settings for one year from the date of this order.  Licensee agrees that he will 
not provide clinical or chiropractic care to patients or staff, will not establish a 
doctor/patient relationship with staff or patients, and will not provide any medical 
guidance or advice.  Licensee is allowed to provide only administrative duties 
during this time period. 

6.  By signature of this order, Licensee agrees not to seek Supreme Court Review in 
case numbers 2015-1001, 2015-3005, and 2016-1007 and agrees to abide by the 
Board’s Final Order issued on October 9, 2018.   

7.  This matter is reportable to NPDB. 

8.  If Licensee violates any of the terms of this order, the Board may consider further 
discipline up to and including revocation. 

9. This order is effective on the date signed by the Board and is a public record. 

DATED this _______ day of August, 2021. 

BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS 
State of Oregon 

By:  
Cassandra C. McLeod- Skinner, J.D.  
Executive Director 

Dated: 
By: _ _______ 

Thaddeus Gala D.C., Licensee 

28th

Original signatures are available in OBCE administrative office.

Original signatures are available in OBCE administrative office.
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VERIFICATION 

State of Oregon )      

County of Marion  )     Case # 2018-1014, 2018-1023, 2018-5016  

I, Cassandra C. McLeod-Skinner, being first duly sworn, state that I am the Executive 

Director of the Board of Chiropractic Examiners of the State of Oregon, and as such, am authorized to 

verify pleadings in this case: and that the foregoing Notice is true to the best of my knowledge as I 

verily believe. 

_ _____________ 

Cassandra C. McLeod-Skinner, J.D.  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OREGON BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me  

this_______________day of___________, 2019. 

____________________________________ 

NOTARY PUBLIC FOR OREGON 
My Commission Expires:______________

Original signatures are available in OBCE administrative office.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Cassandra C. McLeod-Skinner, certify that on August       , 2019, I served the foregoing Notice of 

Proposed Disciplinary Action upon Thaddeus Gala, DC, the party hereto, by emailing and by 

mailing, certified mail, postage prepaid, a true, exact and full copy thereof to his legal counsel: 

Thaddeus Gala, DC 
Complete Care Chiropractic and Massage 
1296 S Shasta Ave. #5 
Eagle Point, OR 97524 
thaddeusgala@hotmail.com

James Dole, AAL 
Watkinson Laird Rubenstein PC 
1246 NE 7th St Ste B 
Grants Pass OR  97526 
jdole@wlrlaw.com

Lori Lindley, AAG 
DOJ Business Activities Section 
1162 Court St NE 
Salem OR  97301 
lori.lindley@doj.state.or.us

_________________ 
Cassandra C. McLeod-Skinner, J.D. 
Executive Director 
Oregon Board of Chiropractic Examiners  

2021
------28

Original signatures are available in OBCE administrative office.
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